ELIZABETH ANNETTE DREWRY
March 24, 1961 - April 16, 2015

STAUNTON, VA Elizabeth "Bitsy" Shaffer Drewry, 54, of Staunton, passed away
peacefully with her family and friends by her side on Thursday, April 16, 2015, at Kings
Daughters' Health and Rehab Center, in Staunton, Virginia, following a brave and
courageous battle with brain cancer. She was the wife of Robert "Michael" Drewry, Jr.
Bitsy was born in Clifton Forge, Virginia on March 24, 1961, the loving daughter of the late
Theodore "Ted, Jr." Shaffer Jr. and Violet Hayslett Shaffer. She was the daughter-in-law of
Robert M. Drewry Sr. and Ann R. Drewry. She was predeceased by her grandparents,
Marie and Burman Hayslett and Dolly and Theodore Shaffer, Sr. She is survived by her
sister, Joan Shaffer Akers and husband, Rodger, of Lynchburg. Also by her brother, John
M. Shaffer and wife Jennifer of Clifton Forge. Bitsy was a loving and endearing mother to
her children: Jason Davis, Brandt Davis, Raymond Wallace, Jasper Davis and Noel Davis
Pennybacker. She was the beloved grandmother "Mia" to seventeen precious
grandchildren. She is also survived by a loving family of cousins, a community of
dedicated friends and many, many more who came to love her as friend, sister, caregiver,
co-worker, second mother, etc. She was a kind, loving person who was blessed with a
sweet soul. She had the unique ability to form friendships wherever she went. She could
light up a room with her sweet smile. She will be greatly missed. She was a devoted
member of Fishersville United Methodist Church where she sang in the choir before her
health failed and she was unable to attend. Bitsy was known for her lovely singing voice.
She was a member of Blue Mountain Myst Band for many years and will be greatly
missed by her sisters in song, Beth Ihme and Laura Ashworth. She was involved in local
theatre in Clifton Forge, VA, playing Patsy Cline in "Always Patsy Cline" and also was in
"Honkey Tonk Angels." Her loving and giving nature continues beyond her death, as she
has chosen to donate her body to science so that others may be helped by studying her
brain cancer and with the hope we will one day find a cure for the horrible disease.
Therefore, no formal funeral service will be held. It was her wish to have a Celebration of
Life service. Celebration of Life services will be held as follows: Fishersville United
Methodist Church in Fishersville, VA on Saturday, May 2, 2105 at 11:00 AM. Central
United Methodist Church in Clifton Forge, VA on Saturday, May 16, 2015 at 11:00 AM.

Comments

“

I remember Bitsey, I meet her fo the first time at WWCA headstart. She was an
amazing angel all the children loved her and her special cheese toast for breakfast. I
wish her family and friends a life time of great memories and smiles for she will be
missed from this earth, to await the day of celebration as we meet again in heavens
glory.

Karen Landreth - April 23, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Mike, My thoughts are with you during this time of grief.

Michelle Jenkins - April 22, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

She is going to be missed but never forgotten. Thank you mia for all the great
wisdom and love you have given me over the years I will cherish everything you
shared. You taught us to be a fighter, to never give up even when you don't see the
bright light at the end and I thank you for that, thank you for being my second mom
and never giving up hope. May you finally be at peace and watch over us now and
forever til we meet again I love you

Jessica Carroll (Beard) - April 22, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I don't know how you got the nick name Bitsy. Because nothing about you was small.
Your talent, love, and compassion, was so very large. Steve and I will miss you my
dear friend. No more Lonely Highways for you.

Diane and Steve Fenton - April 22, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

If ever one was hungry, angry, lonely, tired... Bitsy had a gift for turning it around, with
a rare and gentle sort of selfless grace. We've been blessed to have known her, and
I hope the memories we hold, share and pass on will be of some comfort to Michael
and family.

Jonathan Murray - April 22, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

An amazing lady who will be missed by many

Jim Nicely - April 22, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I grew up with Bitsy, and considered her one of my best friends . When I moved to
Kentucky, we weren't able to stay in touch as much and often went months or
sometimes even years without talking. Whenever we got together, though, it was like
we never were apart. We could laugh and cry just like we did when we were growing
up. Bitsy was such a loving, caring, and giving person. I miss her so much and I will
never forget her. My deepest sympathies to the family. RIP my dear friend.

Bari Lee Mattingly - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

To Bitsy's friends and family, I am so terribly sorry for your loss. I met Bitsy through
my cousin, Beth Ihme, and loved seeing her perform with Blue Mountain Myst. I
remember her singing beautifully at Kristin Ihme's wedding. Bitsy was a sweet,
beautiful, talented lady. I know it is very difficult for all of you now. You will be in my
thoughts and prayers. I hope that the memories you have of such a caring, wonderful
lady will bring you comfort in time. With sympathy, Karen Belk

Karen Belk - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

In loving memory of an wonderful person with a sweet personality and an amazing
voice.I will never forget the time Bitsy sang at Chatham Church - what a gift.Peace
and comfort to all family and friends.

Phyllis Williams - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Take comfort in knowing that now you have a special guardian angel to watch over
you.

deidera waldrop - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

You will be missed love you and miss you already you are one of the main reason of
the way I am now

Tiffany Paxton - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest sympathy Bitsy was a great woman a d will be sadly missed

sheryl Sydenstricker - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

We love and miss you Bitsy. Sing loud and spread those wings wide.

Robin n Chey Bender - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

So Sorry for your loss.

Lynn Anders Landreth - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Prayers to all of Bitsys family.She was my friend and co-worker. I believe she is with
God and his angels and I will see her again as will you my friend.

April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Fly high! Love you!

Donna Campbell - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Bitsy, you were one of a kind. We would be best friends, then fight, then best friends
again. The geographical distance didn't matter. We would always pick up where we
left off. I have many wonderful memories that include you. Oh my, how you made me
laugh. I will see you again. Love you...mean it!!!!..."Donna Marie".

Donna Campbell - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Ms. Drewry will always remain in my heart. I used to draw her blood when she came
to the hospital and then she would go to the cafeteria for lunch. She had a touching
story that touched my heart. Her hugs and smile were contagious and when she did
show face if I was having a bad day she knew to cheer me up. I loved her and when I
moved on from the hospital she told me to go in faith and I'll leave a mark wherever it
may be. She encourage me and her last words to me was I love you darling! With
that my sympathy goes to the family and God surely gained a wonderful angel!
Hugs...Gail Scott

Gail Scott - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

May care and love of those around you provide comfort and peace to get you
through the days ahead. My most sincere condolences.

Brent Woodyard - April 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

In loving memory of a wonderful person who touched our hearts in a very special
way. Your friends at the support group will love you and miss you always.

Janet Jarman - April 20, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences in Bitsy's passing. Comfort in knowing she is at peace. Keeping
Michael and family in my thoughts and prayers.

Jackie MacGaffick (Stinespirng) - April 19, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

God said to Bitsy Heaven waits for you and its time to come home The lives she
touched with her wonderful personality and music fill the hearts of many people. I will
miss lifting her off the ground and giving her big hugs :) A truely wonderful friend she
was. Gods choir just got a new member. Sing on sweetie in heaven with the angels

Chet Howard - April 19, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of "Bitsy's" passing. She had a wonderful voice and I loved
to hear her sing....I know she is singing with the angels now. I will think of her always
as I listen to her CD's. SING ON!!

Gloria Fridley - April 18, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Sweet Bitsy I hope to see you in heaven one day and we will share laughter and of
course some southern tea. Will miss you sweetie. Joyce Persinger

Joyce Persinger - April 18, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

sorry for your loss bitsy was a special person charlie and neisie darnell

denise darnell - April 18, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

We love you

Marissa Wallace - April 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

You will always be missed momma. I love you.

Raymond Wallace - April 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

