JAMES HUNTER TALBOTT, SR.
January 1, 1753 - November 13, 2016

JAMES H. TALBOTT, SR. MT. SIDNEY, VA…. James Hunter Talbott, Sr., 84, died Sunday,
November 13, 2016 with family by his side at his home in Mt. Sidney, Va. Known by the
community as “Coach T,” Talbott spent a lifetime doing what he truly loved--teaching kids
for over thirty-three years at Riverheads High School and Shelburne Middle School. He
was most well known for coaching baseball, gymnastics, and teaching kids how to march
and square dance in phys ed class. His gymnastics team put on shows to the amazement
of parents as they watched their children fly through the air. Talbott also taught
gymnastics for the YMCA and at Fort Defiance High School after retiring from teaching in
1999. It was soon obvious that he wasn’t finished with the teaching career, and he
continued to substitute teach at Lee High and Riverheads High School for another eleven
years. When not subbing, he was growing the county’s best tomatoes, sharing farm-fresh
eggs with his neighbors and friends, and enjoying life on his ten acres with his dogs, cats,
and chickens. He also loved to share stories with former students and friends on his
errands into Staunton. Talbott was a proud member of the United States Air Force and
recently marched in the Veteran’s Day Parade in Staunton---wearing his original uniform.
He received his bachelor’s degree from Richmond Professional Institute (now Virginia
Commonwealth University) and his Master’s from the University of Virginia. “Tiger” Talbott
pitched for the Staunton Braves in the 40’s and 50’s. It was his wicked wind up that so
many people enjoyed watching. At his request, the body will be cremated. A private burial
will be at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, November 19. A Celebration of His Life will be held on
Sunday, November 20 in the Auditorium at Fort Defiance High School at 3:00 pm to which
the community is invited to share stories and memories of a wonderful man. Talbott was
born Septmeber 6, 1932 in Pittsylvania County to Raleigh Arthur and Audrey Blanton
Talbott, calling Dillwyn, Virginia, home as a child along with his seven siblings. He was
married for 57 years to Sara Jean Collins and had three children, Sherry Page, James
Hunter, Jr. (Kip), and Kerry Patrick. He is survived by his wife, son Kip, and daughter
Sherry, grandchildren Lyndsay Elise, Noah Daniel, and Lilah Rose; brothers Billy Reid
Talbott and Bernard Arthur Talbott, sister Kate Kirks; and many, many nieces, nephews,
and cousins. He was preceded in death by his son Kerry, brothers Edwin Ellis (Pete)
Talbott, Thomas Wayne (Nink) Talbott, and sister Barbara Jean Talbott. In lieu of flowers,

please send donations to the SPCA.

Expressions of love and condolences may

be expressed on the Henry Funeral Home site

www.henryfuneralhome.net and

http://www.legacy.com/guestbooks/newsleader/j-huntercondolences/182506609.
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Comments

“

Dear Sherry:Sending thoughts and prayers to you during this sad time! But memories
always sustain us!Love, Martha

Martha Clarke - December 11, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

We are very very sorry.

Fred and Frances Wilkerson - November 28, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

One of the greatest teachers ever!!! We need more teachers like this today .
Marching in Coach T's Army was a honor. You will be missed but memories of
gymnastics, discipline and your humor will live forever ! Coach T we love you and will
miss you !Rest In Peace Ron Gilbert

Ron Gilbert - November 21, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

To Kippy, Sherry and your whole family as a fellow classmate I would like to send my
condolences to your father's passing. He was a great man and I am sure he will be
sadly missed. Relish in the memories that you have. Hugs and prayers.

Jennifer Early Pitsenbarger - November 20, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Saddened by this news, but am grateful for educators like Coach T. With prayers and
sympathy.

J. Waltz - November 19, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Thinking and praying for you and your family Kip. May you all find peace and comfort
in the coming days. God bless you and your family.

November 18, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Our family was sorry to hear about the passing of Coach T. He was my coach in
Shelburne and he was my kids coach in Riverheads. They don't make them like
Coach T anymore. He was a wonderful coach and a very special kind hearted man.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Lorri, Clint Jr., Jeff, Boyd Powell - November 17, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I too was a member of the class of 70 at RHS and it was great having Coach Talbott
attend the last two reunions we held. As a teacher myself I realized a few years ago
that Coach Talbott was a man ahead of his time in the field of teaching. When we
were taught anatomy, which was a part of the Health and PE curriculum in the late
60's, he had us constructing pieces of artwork in the form of mobiles to illustrate the
various parts of the body. He was truly a man ahead of his time.

Elliott Boyd - November 17, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Coach T was my favorite in school may he rest in peace love you coach

Stephen Nuckoles - November 16, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Truly a one-of-a-kind teacher. I especially admired his ability to remember names,
many years after the fact. It was our honor to have him as a treasured member of the
Riverheads community.

David Desper - November 16, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Coach T was one of those teachers who came across as "Mr. Tough Guy" that you
feared on the one hand, but on the other hand, you knew that he did not have a
mean bone in his body. In his days at Riverheads in the late 60s, he was well-known
for some of his creative methods for dealing with the "long-haired hippies" that just
wanted to emulate what they saw on TV and in the movies. Another quality about the
coach that I admired was his uncanny ability to remember names, even those of the
non-jock types. He must have known thousands in his teaching career, yet whenever
he would run into one of us, he would immediately know the name to put with the
face. He will certainly be missed here in the area and my particular class was
honored to have him attend our past two reunions, where he was the life of the party
both days. David DesperRiverheads Class of 1970

David Desper - November 16, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

May your hearts soon be filled with wonderful memories of joyful times together as
you celebrate a life well lived.

Tim,Mickey,Scott Cason - November 16, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Much love and prayers of peace to you and your family
Kip on the loss of your Dad.

Jennifer and Amit Patel - November 16, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Kip, You have my greatest condolences. Losing a parent is always difficult. But
judging from his son I have know for more than 20 years, he must have been a very
good man, so you know that he is in a very good placeI will keep you in my prayers.
(BB)

Barry Bentley - November 16, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Our sincere sympathy to the family. We had such a good visit with "Dukie", as we
knew him, on one of his visits to Dillwyn. He was truly an inspiration! Sandra & Bill
Lewis Moss

November 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

To Sara, Sherry and Kippy, I am so sorry to hear of Hunter's passing. Please know
Jeff And I are thinking of you and will be praying for you for God to give you strength
during this difficult time. We will be with you in spirit. God bless

Leslie Marsh - November 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Sara and family,Sorry to hear about Hunters passing. If we are fortunate
enough and with God's grace to live long enough we sometimes meet someone that
is truly phenomenal. This was Hunter! I would say that he affected the lives of
hundreds of people, but I would more accurately say thousands. He always had
something going on. Like early morning open gym, afterschool intramural program,
gymnastics, marching, Christmas toys for the Salvation Army, putting chickens in the
principal's office and many many other things. Hunter certainly helped me much
more than I could ever help him. We had a remarkable relationship. I could always
depend on Hunter when I needed something. I will certainly miss him and will never
never forget his true friendship. Love and God's blessings to you and your family.
Please let me know if I can be of any help. Paul Vames

November 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Kip, I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your
family during this sad time. Hold fast to your memories, and may they bring your
comfort in the coming days.

Tina Trenor - November 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

To the Talbott Family...I am so sorry to hear about the passing of Coach T. He truly
touch the lives of all the students/parents and staff of Shelburne. His loving
commitment and dedication as a Coach and mentor to so many students can never
be replaced. Cherish the proud memories you have of him and take comfort in
knowing that he is with our savior.

Sarah Crenshaw - November 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

This man was/is a treasure. If all men could be like him. He was a friend to my
grandfather, Donn Barton, and a teacher & friend to my father, Linn Barton. He was
also my teacher and great friend. He taught me how to respect others and how to
gain respect. I adored this man so much that I named my son after him. He is 13 yrs
old now and also knew Coach T. We live in Texas but I have kept in contact over the
years. I am thankful I was able to spend an afternoon with Coach at his house this
past Sept. I am so happy he was part of my life and so many others. We will be
forever graced by the life lessons he taught and that we hope to pass on to our
younger generation. I will never be as good at it as he was but I will honor him by
trying to teach his ways to my own children. RESPECT, LOVE, HONOR,
DEDICATION, TRUST-WORTHINESS, and TO SPEAK WITH YOUR HEART &
MIND-NOT YOUR TONGUE. I hope to march in your Army one last time.

Suzanne Barton Hayes - November 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Coach T was one of a kind. A truly generous man that understood teenagers and
young adults. I remember the many times he made me laugh during my time at RHS.
I also recall his graduation speech that he gave in 2005. He will definitely be missed.

M Yancey - November 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Coach T, he was my Coach at Shelburn back in the 80's.
He touch the lives of everyone he came in touch with. He made a big impact on my
life, and i am forever grateful. Praying for his family. Coach T was a great Man!

Tammy Harris - November 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

