JAMES ALBERT HIGGS JR.
June 19, 1927 - January 27, 2021

James Albert Higgs, Jr., MD, 93, widower of Patricia Lee (Montague) Higgs, of
Fishersville, died Wednesday, January 27, 2021, at Shenandoah Nursing Home.
His family moved to Staunton when he was a child, where his father was a partner in
Higgs and Young. After graduating from Beverly Manor High School, he attended
Hampden-Sydney College. In 1945, during his second semester at Hampden-Sydney, he
joined the Naval Reserve, and trained in Bethesda as a Pharmacist’s Mate, 3rd class. He
was about to be sent to the Pacific theatre when the war ended. He stayed in Bethesda,
and worked at the hospital there for the next two years to care for the returning wounded.
He then completed his undergraduate studies at Hampden-Sydney, after which he
pursued his medical degree at the University of Virginia, graduating in 1954. During this
time, he married his wife Pat in 1951.
After graduating from medical school, they moved to Baltimore, Maryland, where he
completed a two year internship and one year residency in family practice at Mercy
Hospital.
He and his family moved back to Staunton in 1956, where he practiced in Churchville with
Dr. Eugene Nolley, before starting his solo practice in Staunton in 1957. During his early
years, he delivered many babies who later became his adult patients. While in practice, he
was granted staff privileges at King’s Daughters’ Hospital, and served as one of the
presidents of the medical staff. He also belonged to the American Medical Association,
Augusta Medical Society, Virginia Medical Society, Virginia Family Practice Association,
and was a life member and fellow of the American Association of Family Practice. After
retiring in 1997, he continued to work as an associate staff doctor of Augusta Health in
their Verona office. He also volunteered at the Augusta Free Clinic for many years.
Jim joined First Presbyterian Church as a youth, and later served as a deacon and Elder,
and sang in the church choir as a bass soloist, alongside his wife Pat.

His other interests included gardening and keeping choral music alive. He especially loved
growing beautiful roses, and was a member of the Shenandoah Rose Society and
American Rose Society. His lifetime love of music included playing the piano, trombone,
and mandolin during his youth. In 1962, he founded and was the first president of the
Staunton Choral Society, with Pat joining him in the choir for many years. They also sang
with the Shenandoah Choral Society and were members of the Ovation Singers. Jim
additionally took on the role of Captain of the H.M.S. Pinafore in the Waynesboro Players’
musical production. He and Pat loved to have sing-alongs at family gatherings, and later in
life led sing-along programs in various places, such as church dinners, YMCA luncheons,
the Staunton library, and retirement homes. Jim led the singing, and Pat was the pianist.
Jim is remembered by his family, friends, and patients as a kind, patient, loving, and
gentle man, and will be surely missed by all who knew and loved him.
In addition to his wife, he was also preceded in death by a son, James Blackford Higgs
and a brother, William D. Higgs.
Family members include two daughters, Deborah A. Higgs of Alexandria and Cynthia L.
Higgs of Fishersville; two brothers, Edward B. and John R. Higgs; a sister, Brooke Higgs
Deacon; four grandchildren, Brian and John Coakley, and Jonathan and Audrey Fulk; and
a great grandchild, Phoenix Coakley.
A graveside service will be conducted at 2 p.m. Tuesday, February 2, 2021 in Thornrose
Cemetery by the Rev. Karen H. Allamon.
Honorary pallbearers will be Edward B. Higgs, John R. Higgs, Daniel Coakley, Brian
Coakley, John Coakley, Jonathan Fulk, Lee Deacon, Audrey Fulk, and Cheryl McKay.
The family will receive friends from 3 until 7 p.m. Monday, February 1, 2021, in the Henry
Funeral Home.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Staunton Augusta Rescue Squad, 1601
North Coalter Street, Staunton, VA 24401 or to First Presbyterian Church, 100 E.
Frederick Street, Staunton, VA 24401.
The family would like to thank all of the staff at Shenandoah Nursing Home for their
outstanding support and loving care they have given to Jim and Jim’s family, especially
during this past year.

Condolences may be sent to the family at http://www.henryfuneralhome.net.
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Comments

“

Jim and Pat were two of my favorite people in the Ovation Singers of Staunton.
Funny, kind, SO musical, and so warm-hearted. I remember particularly Jim’s
beautiful bass voice, and his solos in The Messiah. I who could forget his wonderful
performance of the song about hippopotami singing “mud, mud, glorious mud?” It
was hard enough thinking of Jim without Pat all these years, but even moreso the
world without Jim. But they are together now, and they will never be forgotten.
Marcia Pecor

Marcia Pecor - September 26 at 11:43 AM

“

Jim & Pat were always two of my favorite people! I got to know them early on during
sleepovers with their daughter, Debbie, who was a classmate & good friend. I started
singing with the Chancel Choir at First Presbyterian Church at age 14 & was so
pleased when Jim invited me to join the Staunton Choral Society six years later. I
was fortunate to continue singing with Jim & Pat in both groups, as well as the
Shenandoah Valley Choral Society, for many years to come & enjoyed doing duets &
trios with them. I loved watching & hearing Jim do solos, both classical &
nonsensical--he was the best!! I'm especially glad to continue performing with the
SCS, the group they created & loved so much! As soon as conditions allow, we will
be bringing more excellent music to the community, which is what Jim & Pat wanted.
2022 will be our 60th year, & we will never forget the contributions of the Higgs's to
our musical legacy!! Debbie & Cindy, my heart goes out to you &, though I can't
physically be there tonight & tomorrow, know that you are in my thoughts & prayers!

Jackie Eakin - February 01 at 10:06 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the Higgs family. I love the photo you posted for this obit
-- it's just the way I remember Jim -- a big welcoming smile, and a down-home
bedside manner. I loved having him as a doctor, and both Jim and Pat as musical
mentors and supporters. My earliest memory of Jim were as Captain Corcoran,
Commander of the H.M.S. Pinafore (father of my mother's character Josephine) in
1973. I was always so amazed by his voice, especially when singing something from
the Messiah. He and Pat were my sponsors when I was confirmed at First
Presbyterian Church. I also remember fun times when Pat and my mother, Joan,
were performing together while Jim and family sat and socialized. I have special
appreciation for Jim for saving Mom's life in 1991 when she got terribly sick. So many
fond memories... He was a really good man and great doctor. Rest in peace.

Mark D. Swift - February 01 at 08:05 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of JAMES ALBERT HIGGS JR..

February 01 at 05:48 PM

“

For his music, to his laughter, and loving care, Jim HIggs was a great person. The
world will miss him, truly. All my sympathy and love to his family from my family.

Joan Swift - January 31 at 11:46 AM

“

Jim and Pat were almost the first people we met when we arrived in Staunton and
they were both special to us for all these thirty-plus years. Music was always the glue
and the many fun programs with did with The Ovation Singers are very special
memories. I can still see him standing by the piano singing "the Hippopotamus" What
great times we had!

Carolyn Hoaster - January 31 at 12:32 AM

“

“

Indeed!!
Marcia Pecor - September 26 at 11:44 AM

I wish to express my sincere sympathy at the passing of Dr. James Higgs. It was my
privilege to work with him at Kings Daughters Hospital. I was always impressed with
his kind nature and gentleness. He was always patient and willing to share
information and encouragement, and give a comforting smile. May God's comfort
and peace surround you in the weeks and months ahead.

Linda Tinsley - January 29 at 06:56 PM

“

Higgs Family,
On behalf of the Staunton Choral Society, I would like to express our deepest
condolences. As the founding father of the Staunton Choral Society, he was and
inspiration to many of us that have sang with the group. We continue to carry on the
legacy of the Staunton Choral Society even though these trying times have really put
a damper on things.
I personally am thankful to Jim for all of the memories that he added to my life
through the Staunton Choral Society. I will always remember his smile. He welcomed
new members to the group with open arms and made them feel at home and
welcome. Jim's bass voice will forever resonate through my mind and the concert
venues. We are eternally grateful to Pat and Jim for their devotion to the Staunton
Choral Society.
I joined the group in 1987 and I am currently the president of the group. I have
devoted my tenure to keeping the group going even in these trying times. Thank you
Jim for your devotion to the Staunton Choral Society and for creating a legacy that
has continued for over 50 years. We are thankful.
Jim will be always be loved by the choral society and dearly missed. God Bless You.
Our sympathies on behalf of the Staunton Choral Society,
Rick Whitmore

Rick Whitmore - January 29 at 06:30 PM

“

Jim & Pat were always 2 of my favorite people! I got to know them early on during
sleepovers with their daughter, Debbie, who was a classmate & good friend. I started
singing with the Chancel Choir at First Presbyterian Church at age 14 & was so pleased
when Jim invited me to join the Staunton Choral Society at age 20! I was fortunate to
continue singing with Jim & Pat in both groups, as well as the Shenandoah Valley Choral
Society, for many years to come & enjoyed doing duets & trios with them. I loved watching
& hearing Jim do solos, both classical & nonsensical--he was the best!! I'm especially glad
to continue performing with the SCS, the group he created & loved so much! As soon as
conditions allow, we will be bringing more excellent music to the community, which is what
Jim & Pat wanted. 2022 will be our 60th year & we will never forget the contributions of the
Higgs's to our musical legacy!! Debbie & Cindy, my heart goes out to you, & tho I can't
physically be there tonight & tomorrow, know that you are in my thoughts & prayers!
Jackie Eakin - February 01 at 03:34 PM

“

Dear Cindy, Debbie, and family-I'm thinking of you as you mourn the loss of your remarkable father. I have so many
wonderful childhood memories of him (and your mom)! My funniest memory of your
dad is a comment he made one night when Pat and my mom were performing at The
Different Drummer. It was way past my bedtime and, since things were slow getting
started, I put my head on my plate to take a nap. With a belly laugh, he quipped:
"Don't do that; you look like John the Baptist." Even though I wasn't sure who John
the Baptist was, his comment perked me right up. :) I will always remember his
kindness, his humor, and his zest for life. Love and sympathies to all of you as you
grieve.
Susan Swift

Susan Swift - January 29 at 02:45 PM

“

Cindy and family...thinking of you all and sending thoughts and prayers. May all of
the wonderful memories of your father carry you through this difficult time.
Joy (Wilson) Veney

Joy Veney - January 29 at 01:46 PM

“

Cindy and family. My thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. I
have alot of fond memories of your dad, what a wonderful physician he was.
Yvonne Quick

Yvonne Quick - January 29 at 11:40 AM

“

He was a wonderful man and a great caring physician, it was my privilege to work
with him

Debby Houston - January 29 at 11:09 AM

“

Thank you for sharing your Dad with so many of us...he took care of four generations
of my family and I still miss him. Please know I will be thinking of you as you face the
days ahead and may your memories sustain you until you are reunited one day.

Paulette Furr - January 29 at 09:02 AM

“

I lived next to Dr. Higgs for many years. He was a wonderful neighbor as I was
growing up and he remained a friend after I left Staunton. I would come home and go
see him often. He taught me a lot about gardening and he always let me walk around
his beautiful yard.
A funny story:
One day I took him some Chile from Wendy’s and he told me he had never had chile.
He didn’t know if he was going to eat it or not.
He was a great man. Prayers for Cindy, Debbie and the rest of the family

Patricia (Pat) Cox Massie - January 29 at 09:00 AM

“

I am very sorry for your loss. Dr. Higgs was my physician when I was a child. I
always remember Dr. Higgs as a friendly, caring person. What a wonder life he lived
helping others.

Brian Bruce - January 28 at 09:21 PM

“

Cynthia and family,
I am so sorry for your loss. Dr. Higgs was a wonderful, compassionate, and skilled
physician and member of the Staunton community. He was our family doctor when
we moved to Staunton. I have nothing but good memories of him. My prayers are
with you and your family during this time.

Jalane Reed - January 28 at 04:35 PM

