JAMES RICHARD KIVLIGHAN
June 1, 1938 - March 19, 2021

James “Jim” Richard Kivlighan, 82, husband of Joan (Williams) Kivlighan, of Staunton,
passed away on Friday, March 19, 2021 at his residence.
He was born June 1, 1938, in Staunton, a son of the late William Owen and Isabel (Briola)
Kivlighan.
Prior to retirement, Mr. Kivlighan was employed by the Staunton City Schools as Principal
at Bessie Weller Elementary School.
Family members include a son, James R. Kivlighan, Jr. and his wife, Mia; two daughters,
Laura O. Kivlighan and Helen K. Bell and her husband, Paul; two brothers, William O.
Kivlighan, Jr. and Dr. Michael F. Kivlighan and his wife, Charlotte; a sister, Mary Carole
Kivlighan; six grandchildren, Isa, Hanna, Jimmy III, Paulie, Joanie and Isaiah; a nephew,
Michael; five nieces, Alycia, Lauren, Katherine, Virginia and Kathleen; and a special
English bulldog, Jubilee.
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent to Kivlighan Family Scholarship, c/o Community
Foundation of the Central Blue Ridge, PO Box 815, Staunton, VA 24402.
Condolences may be sent to the family at http://www.henryfuneralhome.net.

Comments

“

We are so sorry to hear about Jim passing. We found him to be a great principal
while our children Michelle and Eric attended Bessie Weller. He always had a smile
for us. His family is our thoughts, Al Leichter

Al Leichter - September 30 at 04:42 PM

“

As a student in the early 1970's, Mr. Kivlighan was a tremendous and Awesome
Principal!! Always smiling and helpful to both the students and staff!!! Because of
him, I became involved with a ping-pong/table tennis event at W. W. R.C. and still
enjoy a good game today!!! One of my MOST fond memories, was being chosen to
either put up or take down the American flag! What an honor that was!!! He was truly
a remarkable and influential man. My thoughts are with his family.
Charlotte Chance (Marchant)

CHARLOTTE CHANCE - March 30 at 09:16 AM

“

Becky lit a candle in memory of JAMES RICHARD KIVLIGHAN

Becky - March 28 at 07:59 PM

“

“

You will be missed
Becky - March 28 at 08:01 PM

Mr. Kivlighan was such a great man. As a principal he made every student feel
special. His passing is a tremendous loss to the community. He will be missed.

Teri Howard - March 28 at 05:06 PM

“

I feel so fortunate to have had Jim in my life from a very young age. He was a
wonderful principal in every way -- so mindful that children really feel valued and
worthy. He was fun on the playground and a bright light in the hallway. He also
initiated the first Earth Day celebration in Staunton! He really made Bessie Weller a
special place. As Mom's "boss," he remained a presence in my life for many years.
You could never have asked for a more supportive administrator and leader. Joan,
Jimmy, Laura, Helen, and the rest of the family -- please accept my deepest
condolences.

Mark Swift - March 26 at 04:53 PM

“

Our condolences to Jim’s family. He was a wonderful educator and person. I will
never forget the time my boys spent at Bessie Weller. JoAnn Grooms

JoAnn Grooms - March 23 at 07:44 PM

“

I absolutely adored this man. He was one of my teachers at Bessie Weller 55 years
ago and later it was my privilege to work with him at this same school. He will be
missed by so many friends, former students, and colleagues. I can proudly say I was
all three. Rest In Peace. my thoughts and prayers to Joan and his family.

Julie Rhodes - March 22 at 09:19 PM

“

Joan and Family, Pam and I were so saddened to learn that Jim had passed. I
played tennis with Jim every Saturday for almost 10 years until I moved away in
2002. It was such an honor to be in his presence. Not only did we play tennis but Jim
would usually share a story of something special that one of his students had done
that week. He was so proud and enthusiastic of all his students. Even after more
than 18 years away from Staunton, my Saturday afternoons have always had a void
without seeing my friend Jim. I truly believe that Jim was the most optimistic and
nicest man that I have ever met. I hope that all the fond memories that you have had
with this wonderful man will help to ease your pain. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you!
Bob and Pam Clatterbuck

Bob Clatterbuck - March 22 at 05:33 PM

“

Laura, So sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Mike an Theresa Smith - March 22 at 12:40 PM

“

Dear Joan and children,
I am saddened by the fact that Jimmy has left us. His has truly entered the heavenly
gates to walk on the golden streets with his maker. A finer man I have never known.
His life was an example to all who knew him.
Charlie and I have you in our prayers.
With much love, Sharon PHIBBS

Sharon Phibbs - March 21 at 10:18 PM

“

It seemed that whenever I arrived at a tennis court, be it the park, the Lifetime
Center,, Mary Baldwin or elsewhere, I would find Jim playing there.
I got to calling him "Ubiquitous Jim" and saluted him with it whenever I saw him in
tennis togs.
He loved his tennis, was a generous and friendly man, and I miss him.

Wayt Gibbs - March 21 at 09:03 PM

“

Jim gave me my first teaching job at Bessie Weller. He was also the best principal I
ever worked under: supporting, caring and always there whenever needed. We
shared a passion for tennis and he taught me to give back to the community. I will
never forget this generous and giving man. I am sending hugs to all of you!

April Huff - March 21 at 08:46 PM

“

Mr. Kivlighan gave me a chance to be a part of a special family at Bessie Weller and
was a man who led by example . The respect I have for him is beyond limits. I am a
better person because of knowing him and seeing the love he had for all the children
who came through those doors. He was a giving as well as a forgiving principal.
To his family, my prayers are with you and may the memories you made together
always keep him close. He will never be forgotten by me and his Bessie Weller
family. We , and the children he guided all those years, are blessed to have known
him.

Arlene Nicely - March 21 at 08:38 PM

“

Remembering your beautiful family in our prayers. The Fauvers

Marion, Dicky Fauver - March 21 at 03:19 PM

“

Sending my prayers to the family.
Mr Kivligian meant so much to my mother(Margaret Siegel) she enjoyed working with
him. I know they are talking once again.

Lisa Wine - March 21 at 02:45 PM

“

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord
and let perpetual light shine upon him.
May he rest in peace. Amen.
May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

Barbara & Steve Wittenberg - March 21 at 09:05 AM

“

Sad to know that Mr.K is no longer with us physically, but his spirit lives on in the
thousands of students' lives that he touched over the years. He saw them as
individuals and gave them the best that he had. His spirit pervaded the school
making it a place of inclusion in a diverse population So much needed- Steve
Tabscott

Steve Tabscott - March 21 at 08:58 AM

“

Love to all of the Kivlighans. Jim was such a positive and happy person. I can’t think
of him without a smile on his face. He will be missed by all who loved him, and even
by those who just knew him. He left a wonderful legacy with his children and
grandchildren. I’m thankful that he didn’t have to suffer too long at the end of his life,
and I’m thankful that he was surrounded by those whom he loved and cherished.

deborah armstrong - March 21 at 08:20 AM

“

Joan, I am so sorry to hear of Jim’s passing. He was such an influence for children in
Staunton and for those of us who were lucky enough to work with him. Please give
my condolences to Jimmy and the rest of the family.
Linda Cole

Linda Cole - March 20 at 06:13 PM

