Joey Steven Reece
October 1, 1950 - March 9, 2022

Joey Steven Reece, 71, husband of Sandra (McCray) Reece, of Verona, passed away on
March 9, 2022.
He was born on October 1, 1950 in Danville, Il, a son of the late Richard T. Reece and
Mabel (Jefferies) Reece Hoover.
He was employed for 31 years and retired as a Lead Tool and Die Maker at ASR. Joey
was a graduate of Fort Defiance High School, Class of 1968. He had a love for Astronomy
and co-founded the Shenandoah Valley Stargazers Club. One of his highlights in life was
a 10 day Mediterranean Cruise with Sandra, where they witnessed a total solar eclipse in
the Sahara Desert in Libya.
He had a great sense of humor, never met a stranger and was always willing to lend a
helping hand to anyone in need or less fortunate. Joey served his country in the National
Guard and was also an Eagle Scout. Some of his hobbies included cooking, hiking, being
an excellent travel guide and a cat herder. He loved his cats very much and he leaves
behind his bengal cat “Boomer”. He also leaves behind his friends at the YMCA and his
senior class, whom he loved to spend time with.
In addition to his wife of 45 years, he is survived by a sister-in-law, Frances Reece, a
brother-in-law, R.G. (Gee) McCray and wife, Jennie; a niece, Cindy Reece Jordan,
nephews, C.P. “Phil” Reece, Jr. and wife Debbie, Bruce Reece, and Stacy and Anita
McCray; numerous great nieces and nephews and a great-great nephew; special friends,
Pete, Kathy and Kit Painter, and fellow stargazers, John and Faye Sellers, Earl and Janet
Downs, and Frank and Judy Marks.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by two brothers, U.D. Reece and C.
P. Reece, Sr; a nephew, Kenneth Reece and a niece, Ann Charles.
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.

Memorial donations may be made to the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank, P.O. Box 937,
Verona, Va 24482 , the American Red Cross, 8500 Arrington Blvd, Fairfax, Va 22031, the
S.P.C.A, 33 Archery Ln. Staunton, VA 24401, a charity of ones choice, or plant a tree in
his memory by going to his obituary online at henryfuneralhome.net
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RO

Joey was great person he show me a lot has a lead man. Sandy I’m sorry for your
loss. Prayers
Ronnie - March 24 at 08:44 PM

AC

Sandy am very sorry to hear about Joey. It seems only a short time ago Joey,
Pete and myself were looking at some press or tool and shaking our heads about
what was going to have to be done. Joey was special but then you already know
that. The days ahead will be tough but you are tougher and will get through.
Again my deepest sympathy on the loss of a truly great person.
Andy Cave
Andy Cave - March 15 at 10:19 AM



Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Joey Steven
Reece.

March 14 at 06:04 PM

AF

Joey was a shinning light for so many. Prayers for comfort
and peace.

Alan and Fritz Fairfield - March 14 at 04:15 PM



Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of
Joey Steven Reece.

March 14 at 10:27 AM

SF

Susan Fisher lit a candle in memory of Joey Steven Reece

Susan Fisher - March 13 at 06:49 PM

SF

Sandy, Bob and I are so sorry for your loss. You are in out thoughts and prayers......
Susan Fisher and Robert Rodriguez
Susan Fisher - March 13 at 06:52 PM

JA

Sandy, So sorry to hear of the passing of Joey. He was such a nice person. I
have known Joey for many many years and he never changed, always the same
Joey. Heaven has gained another Angel. You are in our Thoughts and Prayers.
James and Cora Adcock
James and Cora Adcock - March 13 at 06:31 PM

KW

Enjoyed the times at Stokesville observatory with Joey and Sandy. Joey will
surely be missed. My thoughts and prayers are with Sandy.
Kirk Wine - March 13 at 05:41 PM

DM

My thoughts are with you.
David I. McCaskey
david mccaskey - March 13 at 11:40 AM

JD

So sorry for Sandy and the family. He was a very nice person and a skilled tool
maker . Always friendly and smiling when I saw him.
John Dunne - March 13 at 11:20 AM

BO

Tom and I were so saddened to hear this news this
morning. He was such an awesome man. Our condolences
to Sandy and the entire family.

Beverly Oberg - March 13 at 09:21 AM

SH

Joey was such a kind person. Britney and I always enjoyed spending time with
him and Sandy. They are both such good people. Sandy, our thoughts are with
you as you go through this very difficult time.
Sandra Hatcher - March 12 at 07:09 PM

JL

When our oldest son Ryan was an early teen, he was interested in astronomy so
we joined the stargazers. Joey took this precocious 13 yr old under his wing and
over the next 5-6 years, he helped to foster that love of the stars. Almost 20 years
after they first met, Ryan now works at the NRAO (National Radio Astronomy
Observatory) and was still in occasional contact with Joey. People who help our
youth and are so willing to share their knowledge are very rare and Joey was
certainly a special person who will be missed. My sincerest condolences to Sandy
and family.
Jeff loomis - March 12 at 04:57 PM

AL

I am sadden to hear about Joey’s passing he was such a sweet man. Sandy we
are sending you lots hugs and prayers to get you through this difficult time.
Ann Lowry - March 12 at 12:40 PM

GW

I have known Joey & Sandra for more years than I can remember. As an Eagle
Scout from Bethal, Troop 13, we had trips on their bus from Verona to various
"Great' spots in the East and then knew both, years following till today! They were
great people then and with Peter Painter and his wife Kathy (Another great
couple/friends) I respect them all......
GOOD PEOPLE!!!! gary w.
Gary Whistleman - March 12 at 11:06 AM

DB

Sandy,
We just heard about Joey and to say the least we are shocked. He was a very
kind and special guy. I loved talking with him so much. He had such a sweet way
about himself. I have had you on my mind the last few weeks and should have
called. I will try to do better.
If you need anything please give us a call.
Love ya,
Ron and Diana
Diana Briske - March 11 at 09:07 PM

TC

Sandy:
Tish and I are sadden to hear of the passing of Joey. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you during this most difficult
time.
Tommy and Tish Conner
Tom Conner - March 11 at 07:23 PM

ED

Sandy, words can never express our shock and sorrow when we learned of the
passing of joey! Our most sincere love, hugs and sympathy to you. Joey was
always so kind and caring in working with Earl on the presentations! He will be
greatly missed by all the Shenandoah Valley Star Gazers!
Earl and Janet Downs - March 11 at 02:47 PM

