Karl J. Protil Sr.
March 9, 1939 - August 22, 2021

Karl Josef Protil, Sr., was born on March 9, 1939, in Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia to
Wendelin and Hermione Protil. He lived there with his family throughout World War II,
leaving with them in 1945 on one of the last trains west as the Russian Army approached
Serbia. Karl and his family were displaced persons at the end of World War II and ended
up settling in Linz, Austria, where they lived in the American sector of Austria until 1957.
While there, the family initially lived in the Pichlinger See area in barracks style housing.
While there he made life-long friends with many and kept up those friendships until his
death. Karl and his family eventually moved to Pennewang, a small village outside Linz.
While there, Karl was confirmed in the church and apprenticed to become a furniture
maker. He would bicycle into Linz daily for work and training, eventually becoming a
master furniture and cabinet maker.
Karl and his family were sponsored to come to the United States by Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Staunton. They travelled to Hamburg, Germany and, in 1958, took a
ship to New York. Once there, they immediately boarded a train to Staunton, Virginia,
arriving in the early morning hours. They were greeted by the pastor of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church and taken to an apartment that had been rented for the family. Karl was
immensely grateful for the opportunity to come to the United States and never forgot the
kindnesses that others showed him and his family. Karl eventually became a proud United
States citizen.
Karl came from several generations of furniture makers. He started a very successful
furniture and cabinet business in 1969, initially working with his Father. Eventually, his
sons Mark Protil and Timothy Protil joined him in the business, where they became master
furniture and cabinet makers. Karl renamed it Karl J. Protil and Sons and the business just
celebrated its 53rd year in operation.
The family moved to a house on Maple Street where Karl started working at Knopp
Brothers, eventually becoming a foreman at a very early age. Karl met Judith Bennett and
they were married in 1960. They had four children, Karl Protil, Jr., Mark Protil, Timothy

Protil, and Allyson Langston née Protil. Judith Protil and Timothy Protil predeceased Karl.
Family also includes son-in-law, Scott Langston and two daughters-in-law, Jennifer Protil
and Annette Protil.
In addition to above children, other surviving family members include a sister, Brigitta
Katherine Sensabaugh nee Protil; brother, Manfred Protil; eight grandchildren, Ben and
Dalton Lunn, Emylee, Katherine, Karl Josef III, Caleb and Joshua Protil, and Madilyn
Langston, and two great grandchildren, Taylor and Emma.
In addition to his son, Karl was also predeceased by his parents, Wendelin and Hermione
Protil, and two sisters, Anna Marie Protil, who died shortly after her birth and is buried in
Pennewang, Austria, and Edeltraud Glover née Protil.
A funeral service will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, August 27, 2021 in Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church by the Pastor Robert D. McCarty. Masks are required in Christ
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Interment will follow in Augusta Memorial Park. Active
pallbearers will be Steve Reynolds, Danny Fauber, Mike Fauber, Mike Hagenseeker,
Danny Crawford, Jr., Danny Crawford, and Trey Curry.
The family will receive friends from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 26, 2021 in
Henry Funeral Home.
Karl was a kind and loving Father and Husband who had a love and unbridled interest in
many things. He was an avid reader, traveler, and accordion player. Over the years, he
travelled to Costa Rica, Australia, New Zealand, Germany, England, Spain, Serbia, Italy,
and to his beloved Austria on multiple occasions. He continued to play accordion music at
the Edelweiss Restaurant every Friday night up until his death.
Memorial donations may be made to ASPCA, 33 Archery Lane, Staunton, VA, 24401 or
Lutheran World Relief, P. O. Box 17061, Baltimore, MD, 21297-1061.
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Augusta Memorial Park
1775 Goose Creek Road
Wayneboro, VA 22980

Previous Events
Visitation
AUG 26. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM.
Henry Funeral Home

Funeral Service
AUG 27. 2:00 PM (ET)
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
2807 N. Augusta Street
Staunton, VA 24401

Burial Immediately Following Service
AUG 27 (ET)
Augusta Memorial Park
1775 Goose Creek Road
Waynesboro, VA
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Karl J. Protil Sr.
September 01 at 11:06 AM

DP

Karl was one of the calmest people I ever met . He didn’t
raised his voice & I never heard him ever speak negative
about anyone . He was so relaxing to around and the
jewelry box he made all us girls was special & beautiful.
Will treasure it always . Rest In Peace Karl , you were so
loved and your gentle nature will be missed .
My thoughts and prayers are with you all everyone . Thanks for the great
memories . If there is anything I can do for anyone , please do not hesitate to get
in touch . Had defibrillator replaced last week and feeling so much better and
more energy as well . Thinking of you Em , Josh , Caleb , and Mattie . Karl
Joseph and Kathrine , Dalton was telling me how much you all of grow . So sorry I
didn’t get to see you all but such wonderful memories & thank goodness , photos!
. Take care . I love you all !
Your Mom & Dad live on in you all . Hugs and
prayers . Donna T . Protil and Mike & Kathleen Gantt
Donna Protil - September 01, 2021 at 08:53 PM

WN

We are proud and honored to have Karl's cabinetry in our home. Karl was a good
man who adored his family and treated people with kindness and caring. He will
be missed.
Walker and Glenda Norford
Walker Norford - September 01, 2021 at 02:19 PM

DB

We have all been sorry to have lost Karl. He was a fine man that lived an
amazing life. I treasure the work he did for us. Deep sympathy to you Mark and
the rest of his family.
Sincerely, Deedy & Duke Bumgardner
Deedy Bumgardner - August 27, 2021 at 11:22 AM

MN

We are so deeply saddened to hear of Mr. Protil's passing, and we pray for the
entire Protil family's comfort at this time. Our hearts go out to Karl, Jennifer, Karl
Josef and Katherine and the entire family. What a wonderful, irreplaceable person
and may his incredible life brighten the sad thoughts and carry everyone forward
in the future.
The Nakamura Family
Michael Nakamura - August 27, 2021 at 09:17 AM

AW

Dear Karlie, Mark,and Allyson,
I was so sorry to hear about your father. I simply loved him. He was a wonderful
and talented man. As I stand in my kitchen ( in Charlotte Court House), I see the
beautiful cabinets he made for us. In fact, in almost every room of my home, I see
a piece of furniture that my dad had him make for me. I feel so fortunate and
blessed. It is like Daddy and your father will always be here with me.
Please know each of you are in my thoughts and prayers. I so wish that I could be
with you to celebrate his amazing life
Much love, Allyson Wease Watkins
Allyson Watkins - August 26, 2021 at 08:22 PM

BS

Allyson, I'm so sorry. Your dad always meant a great deal to me. Ill be thinking of
you all. Bob
Bob Sipe - August 26, 2021 at 05:32 AM

MP

To the Protil family,
We are very sorry to hear about Karl's passing. We always loved playing music
with Karl at Eidelweiss and will miss you greatly!
Sincerely,
Joe and Maria Pehan
Maria Pehan - August 25, 2021 at 06:29 PM



Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Karl J.
Protil Sr..

August 25, 2021 at 12:31 PM

MS

Such a sweet family. I had the honor of caring for Judy his wife for 3 years an
thats when i also met Karl. I cleaned house for Karl an helped with a few things
outside. The family became like family to me. Karl spoke of his growing up an
where his family came from. He loved his family. Will miss Karl an our talks.
Marline Sims - August 24, 2021 at 07:30 PM

CS

I did not know Mr Protil personally, but I do know his sons and grandsons. I'm
sure they are a reflection of their father's and grandfather's love.
Cathy Shipe
Calvary Baptist Church
Cathy Shipe - August 24, 2021 at 10:06 AM

SA

To the Protil children,
You all have my sincere sympathy. For many years I would come to their home
and decorate it for the Christmas season. Karl and Judy always welcomed me in
and shared great stories. Karl was a master at his craft. May you always cherish
the memories.
Blessings to you all,
Shelby Alexander
Shelby J. Alexander - August 23, 2021 at 07:08 PM

Shelby I fondly remember you decorating our home. You made it even more beautiful
then it was. Thank you, Allyson Protil alangston
Allyson Langston - August 30, 2021 at 10:03 PM

CS

Uncle Karl - I was always so interested in the family history you shared with us.
You taught us so much. Always loved listening to you plan your accordion and
seeing all the beautiful hand crafted, master woodworking you did. Will certainly
miss you, but will see you again one day. Much Love.
Your niece, Carrie.
Carrie Sensabaugh - August 23, 2021 at 06:34 PM

