Louise P. Caldwell
August 5, 1930 - February 14, 2022

Mary Louise Petersen Caldwell, aged 91, beloved wife and mother, died Monday,
February 14, 2022 at Sunnyside Presbyterian Community in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Louise was born August 5, 1930 in Atlanta, GA, to the Reverend Harry F. Petersen, Jr and
Mary Ford (Little) Petersen. She attended high school in Montreat, NC, and graduated
from Queens College in Charlotte, NC. She earned an M.A. from the Presbyterian School
of Christian Education in Richmond, VA. She also completed coursework for the Master of
Library Science program at UNC-Greensboro.
While in Richmond, Louise met her husband, the late Reverend Clifford D. “Kip” Caldwell.
They were married in 1954 in Columbia, SC and enjoyed a long and loving marriage of 59
years until Kip’s death in 2013. Louise and Kip lived in Charlotte and High Point, NC
before moving to Staunton, VA, where Kip was the pastor of Bethel Presbyterian Church
and Pines Chapel for 23 years. At the time of her death, Louise was a member of Tinkling
Spring Presbyterian Church.
Louise was a dedicated minister’s wife, a loving mother, and a faithful Christian. She is
remembered for her active support of church, school and community activities, for her
wonderful cooking, and for her distinctive Georgia accent. For many years, she was a
committed substitute teacher at Riverheads High School. In later life, she greatly enjoyed
working as a librarian for the Virginia Dept. of Corrections Academy of Staff Development.
Louise also loved camping and traveling with her family, history, reading, watching sports
with Kip, the Tuesday Club, the Garden Club, and playing bridge.
In addition to her husband, Louise was preceded in death by her brother, the Rev. Harry F.
Petersen III. She is survived by her children, Melinda Caldwell and her husband Jeff
Blauvelt of Charlottesville, VA, Doug Caldwell of Wintergreen, VA, Sarah Caldwell of
Campobello, SC, John Caldwell and his wife Julie of Richmond, VA, and grandchildren
Jason Blauvelt, Allison Blauvelt, Matthew Caldwell, Kate Caldwell and Jack Caldwell.

A memorial service will be held at a later date in the Caldwell Family Cemetery in Bristol,
Tennessee.
Memorials may be made to the church or charity of your choice.
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AL

Kip and Louise were endlessly welcoming and kind to us over the years
whenever we were at Bethel Green. My family joins me in sending our
condolences at the loss of Louise, such a bright, funny, and good person. We are
grateful to have known them both. --With much love from the Murphys
Alice - March 27 at 12:13 PM

TF

So many wonderful memories of this sweet woman, her family, and that beautiful
Georgia accent! What an honor to be with all of you several years ago and share
in the laughter of the many family stories.
My heartfelt condolences and hugs to each of you. I am most grateful to know
and feel a part of thd Caldwell family. Love and prayers.
Tracey Fulton
Tracey Fulton - February 19 at 01:37 PM

JS

Louise was one of the First Ladies to greet me with warm affection at Augusta
County Tuesday Club. I was younger than the group’s average age when she told
me about the club, past activities, and history . I am deeply saddened.
jerry Shipplett - February 18 at 07:08 PM

PA

All of us who worked with Louise at the DOC Academy have fond memories of
her. One special event was an Academy comedy production that included Louise
as Julia Child! She was so funny and the physical resemblance was uncanny;
everyone was on the floor with her impersonation. The world is missing a
wonderful and caring person in Louise Caldwell.
Peter Van Acker - February 18 at 05:30 PM

DD

One of the most delightful families I ever met back during my days at Riverheads
Elementary. The kids were wonderful and Louise showed her charming sense of
humor the time I asked her to participate in a comedy skit during the school talent
show. She handled it like a trooper and it was the hit of the show.
David Desper - February 18 at 12:44 PM

RS

Dear Caldwell Family, my thoughts are with you during this difficult time. Your
mom was such a joy! Just last week I was sharing her story about ironing Kip's
shirts on the right and to the left of his buttons and telling him not to take off his
jacket because that was all she was ironing! I think some of my greatest lessons
learned were from your mom. Please know that your sorrow is shared by all of
those who loved her!
Robyn Duffey Smith
Robyn Duffey Smith - February 18 at 10:47 AM

OH

Caldwell Family, we met many years ago, at Sarah's wedding. My faither was a
distant cousin of your father (Bristol connections) and when I moved to Craigsville
as the Presbyterian minister, your parents were always available to answer
questions and help me. Your mother lived a blessed life and touched many lives
in her work and her ministry. I know you all will miss her, but the memories and
stories will keep her in your lives and hearts. My prayers are with you all as you
celebrate her life and memory. I'll share the news of her death with my sisters and
I would love to try and attend the service in Bristol, if it will be open to more than
immediate family. May God's peace be with you!
Peace,
Olivia Kincaid Haney
Olivia Kincaid Haney - February 17 at 08:20 PM

RH

RIP Mrs. Caldwell always enjoyed you in our classes.
Prayers for you and your family. Randy Humphries

Randy Humphries - February 17 at 02:37 PM

