Martin D. Derfler Jr.
August 23, 1945 - December 11, 2020

Martin Don Derfler, Jr., 75, widower of Sandra Lee (Schleicher) Derfler, of Eagle Rock
Lane died Friday, December 11, 2020 in Augusta Health.
He was born on August 23, 1945 in Pittsburgh, PA, a son of the late Martin, Sr. and Marie
Derfler.
Don was a member of Bethany Lutheran Church. He was a veteran of the U.S. Submarine
Service where he served eight years and received the Navy Achievement Medal. He was
a Training Manager for McQuay and a member of the Holland Club. He also served as a
past president of the Valley Mustang Club. He loved to tinker and could fix most anything.
He loved the beach, he loved America and was a patriot. He had a strong faith in God and
imparted that to his family who will miss him dearly.
Surviving family members include a son Lee E. Derfler of Wendell, NC, grandchildren, Lee
E. Derfler, Jr., Nadia, Mason, and Kayce Derfler, Alexis and Jackson Derfler, Amerie
McInnis, and Hannah and Hunter Cheney; a sister and brother-in-law, Mary Lou and Jerry
Owens; a sister-in-law, Barbara Sims; a niece Lisa Williams and husband, Jim; a nephew,
Daniel Cattani and wife, Meredith; great nieces, Alina and Jean Williams, and Leah
Cattani.
In addition to his wife, he was preceded in death by a son, Jason D. Derfler.
A private graveside service will be conducted at Trinity Lutheran Church Cemetery by
Pastor Tim Bohlmann.
Memorials may be made to the Wounded Warrior Project, PO BOX 758516
Topeka, KS 66675; Tunnel to Towers Foundation, 2361 Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island,
NY 10306, or Special Olympics, Virginia Area 5, 169 River View Drive, Verona, VA 24482.

Comments

“

I'm sad to just hear the news of Don's passing. He was a coworker/wonderful friend
for many years (30+) at McQuay-SnyderGeneral-Daikin. I'll always remember my trip
to Staunton, VA where he and his wife Sandy entertained us at their home with food,
jokes and laughter! Also showing around town and the plant. My deepest
condolences to Don's loved ones. Rest in Peace my buddy!
Debi Nielsen

Debi Nielsen - January 18 at 08:04 PM

“

My Dad was one of the best people God ever blessed this world with. He was a
shining light to not only his family, but to everyone he met. I have so many memories
that I will cherish forever, and he taught me how to be a man, a dad, and a friend. He
taught me to ride a bike, waterski, fix things...but most importantly he taught me to
love and follow Jesus. Thanks for everything, Dad, I will miss you until I see you
again in God's glory.
Lee

Lee - December 21, 2020 at 09:43 AM

“

Don was a co-worker and neighbor. Sorry for your loss, condolences to the family.

Quentin Cline - December 17, 2020 at 11:19 AM

“

Derf and I met in Charleston, SC. during the mid-60's and served on different US
Naval submarines. We immediately became good friends and enjoyed each others
company whenever we were not underwater. Derf had a great sense of humor, a
heart made of gold and was one of my best friends. It saddens me tremendously to
hear that he has died from a virus, after enduring the sudden loss of his wife and
tragic lose of his son. Our friendship has survived for 55 years, but Derf has now
elected to begin his eternal patrol.
Goodbye old friend, we will meet again somewhere for a beer.
Frank Greene

Frank Greene - December 15, 2020 at 10:36 PM

“

5 files added to the album Memories Album

Henry Funeral Home - December 15, 2020 at 11:12 AM

“

Sending prayers to Don's entire family. Don was not only a learning mentor and
coworker but we shared the bond of two brothers of the submarine service and my
fondest memories of Don will be those inside jokes and memories we shared as
warriors of the deep. I appreciate his many years of service to McQuay/Daikin and to
our country and the hundreds of skilled technicians are but some of his lasting
legacy. Rest well my friend!
Larry Heyer

Larry Heyer - December 14, 2020 at 11:45 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to Don’s family with the passing of a life long friend, and
coworker. Bernie and Don spent countless hours working together during the years
they lived in Pittsburgh while working at Westinghouse and McQuay. We spent many
days together celebrating birthdays, holidays, camping, boating and graduations with
his sons and our daughters. We shared many good times and laughs together. Don,
Sandy, Lee and Jason will always remain in our hearts and prayers forever. May God
Bless Lee during this very stressful time and give him the strength he needs to
continue each and everyday.

Bernie & Beverly Lojas - December 14, 2020 at 11:18 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear about Don's passing. He was a mentor and friend. He
encouraged me to get involved in training and I am so grateful for that. He took our
training department and remade it when he moved to Staunton. We owe him a lot.

Steven Selgestad - December 14, 2020 at 03:59 PM

“

It is with great sadness that I learned of Don's passing. He stood out in many ways
for his knowledge, personality, and the mentorship he provided to myself and many
others.
My sincere condolences to the Derfler family.
Bill Pitts

Bill Pitts - December 14, 2020 at 02:37 PM

“

Writing to express my sorrow for your loss.He will be sadly missed.His card playing
friend.Larry Ruleman

Larry Ruleman - December 14, 2020 at 10:55 AM

“

Don was a true gentleman whom I had the pleasure to work with for many years. He
will be sorely missed by those how knew him personally. - Phil Rosen, Daikin

Philip Wade Rosen - December 14, 2020 at 10:34 AM

“

Patrick Perry lit a candle in memory of Martin D. Derfler Jr.

Patrick Perry - December 14, 2020 at 08:55 AM

“

Don will be missed, the world is a little less kind today. My thoughts and prayers are with
his loved ones. Rest in Peace my friend.
Patrick Perry - December 14, 2020 at 08:57 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Don's passing. Don and I had many good laughs over the years!
He was a good manager, co-worker and friend. He mentored me in the early years of
my career. Prayers for the Derfler family.
Paula Moore

Paula Moore - December 14, 2020 at 08:29 AM

“

Sincere condolences to the Derfler family.
Don was a good friend and mentor who helped shape and channel my technical
abilities. His laugh and words had a big impact on me, forever greatful.
May he Rest In Peace.

Gaby Asmar - December 14, 2020 at 08:22 AM

“

Our condolences go out to his family. I met Don back when he still lived in Pittsburgh
through a work event. We had a lot of things in common and became friends. Don
always had a smile on his face and a good joke to make you laugh. He was always
willing to help and very good at training and I learned much from him. He will be
missed by the many people that knew him in life.
Rick McElwee

Rick McElwee - December 14, 2020 at 06:56 AM

“

It was very sad to hear of Don's passing. Tons of memories of a good friend and coworker who help me tremendously when I had questions on service and I needed his
support -- he was always there for me. My deepest condolences to his family and he
will be in my prayers tonight
Al Ward

Al Ward - December 14, 2020 at 01:55 AM

“

I am sad to hear the news of Don's passing. He was a coworker, mentor, friend and
Patriot. I still smile at some of the sayings Don had and shared in the Training
Department. He will be missed. My prayers go out to his family in this time of loss.
May God's comfort and strength be with them.
Elbie Stagner

Elbie Stagner - December 13, 2020 at 10:38 PM

“

So sad to hear of Don's Passing. We go way back to the Westinghouse Day's. Good
man, friend and shipmate. R.I.P. MM1 Derfler!

Bill Kelley - December 13, 2020 at 02:51 PM

“

What a very sad day, Don has been a dear friend for over 30 years, he was the best.
Our prayers go out to the family. God Bless

Mike Lewis - December 13, 2020 at 02:10 PM

“

I meet Don on May 13, 1985. Don was my coworker, my boss but most importantly, a
friend.
While there were times we disagreed we shared common values and purpose.
The world is a sadder place with Don ‘s passing.
I offer my prayers and sympathy to the family during this difficult time. I assure you
that his memory will live on in those of us that worked with him.
Jack Keane

Jack Keane - December 13, 2020 at 01:54 PM

“

My heart goes out to Dons family, and I would like to express my condolences of
Dons passing.
I got to know Don over my last 25 years with McQuay and Daikin, and considered
him a friend. He had a way of making people feeling welcome and knowing him, has
left a lasting impression on me. He was an A1 guy and helped build a lot of strong
technicians with his style and dedication to teaching. He will be missed.

Russ Quinn - December 13, 2020 at 10:54 AM

“

Sincere condolences on the passing of a very good friend and mentor.
Over the years Don helped me shape and channel my technical abilities, his laugh and his
words were and will always be appreciated.
Thank you Don.
Rest In Peace
Gaby Asmar - December 14, 2020 at 07:45 AM

“

Our deepest sympathies and prayers for Don’s family and friends. Don was my direct
manager at McQuay/Daikin for 15 years in the training dept. Don had a positive
impact on so many who attended his many years of HVAC training. Don will always
be in our hearts and memories.
Linda & Benny Custer

Linda Custer - December 13, 2020 at 08:05 AM

“

So sadden for the loss of Don. He was my neighbor for years. Enjoyed spending time
with him and Sandy. Remember when they built the new place. He enjoyed his cars
and guns! Always enjoyed talking with Don. He was a true Patriot and will be greatly
missed! With great sympathy and prayers for the family! Stephanie Monroe

Stephanie Monroe - December 13, 2020 at 07:36 AM

“

Condolences and peace to family and friends. Don was one of a kind and will be
missed. He had a great impact on a lot of people at McQuay. God Bless.

Paula Greenhagen - December 13, 2020 at 07:17 AM

“

My condolences to the Derfler family. I had the honour to work with Don in the
technical response center at McQuay in Staunton. He was a great teacher and an all
around gentleman. His kind are rare, and always greatly missed.
Dane Lugsdin

Dane Lugsdin - December 12, 2020 at 08:58 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. I worked with Don at McQuay for about 20 years. Good guy.
John Lash

John Lash - December 12, 2020 at 06:23 PM

