Mary Helen Ayers
January 9, 1934 - March 6, 2021

Mary Helen Ayers passed away at the Stuarts Draft Retirement Center on Saturday, 6
March 2021. Ms. Ayers was born 9 January 1934 to Louise and Alec Gorden in
Spottswood, Virginia, the second of four children.
Mary Helen worked for DuPont for 30 years and retired in 1999. She was part of the
“DuPont girls” group that would meet for lunch every so often and she always talked about
what they were all up to and later in the years the aches and pains they were all dealing
with. She volunteered for 17 years at the Augusta County Public Library and at AMC
Hospital and for 34 years at the voting stations.
She was well known for her peanut brittle and when the weather started turning cold, she
tried to get ahead and start making batches upon batches (about 25 rounds) for the library
folks, people at the hospital, neighbors, antique car club and family and friends. She was
very particular about the peanuts, no skin on them and they had to be raw, the
temperature outside had to be at least freezing or it wouldn’t set right, gooey and sticky
didn’t cut it with her peanut brittle. She always mailed some to Idaho so the kids and
grandchildren could enjoy it too.
Mom enjoyed spending 4th of July with as many of the grandchildren as she could. They
would spend the day at Gypsy Hill Park, watch the parade and at some point, before going
home, stop somewhere for ice cream. This wasn’t just for the little kids, she made sure
when she visited her brothers, they would have to go somewhere and get ice cream too
before heading home.
On numerous occasions, mom made trips to Idaho to visit with her daughter and her
family, she would say what happens in Idaho stays in Idaho.
Mary Helen leaves behind her brothers, Bobby Gorden and Tommy Gorden and his wife,
Jan. Her son, Stephen and his wife, Linda, granddaughters, Laura and her husband,
James, Mary Beth and her husband, Phillip, Joanna, Debbie and her husband, Matt. She

also leaves behind her daughter Cynthia and her husband, Tom, grandsons Adam, Shawn
and his wife, Ginger, and granddaughter Sabrina and her husband, Robert. Mary Helen
has 9 grandchildren and 16 great grandchildren and 3 great-great grandchildren and
numerous nieces and nephews
Mary Helen was preceded in death by her daddy and momma, Alec and Louise Gorden,
younger sister and brother-in-law, Jane and Murphy Peters, sister-in-law, Betty Gorden, 2
grandchildren, Stephen and Allison Ayers and great grandson, Taylor Layman. We will
miss her presence with us, but will always have memories.
A funeral service will be conducted at 11 a.m. Saturday, March 13, 2021 in Old Providence
ARP Presbyterian Church by the Revs. Merle Fisher and Patrick D. Malphrus. Burial will
follow in the church cemetery.
Henry Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
In lieu of flowers the family asks that donations be sent to the Augusta County Library or
Old Providence Church, two places she held close to her heart.
Condolences may be sent to the family at www.henryfuneralhome.net.
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Comments

“

Mary Helen was a delightful presence for many years in the Tinkling Spring
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Class; we will all miss her greatly. She was also a
reliable presence at the polling booth when one had any question. Well done, thou
good and faithful servant! My condolences to her family. Love and blessings, Nancy
Myers

Nancy Myers - March 11 at 11:14 AM

“

I enjoyed working with Mary Helen many years at Dupont. Anne and I also enjoyed
our many breakfasts with Mary Helen and a small group after retirement. Our
thoughts and prayers are with Steve & Linda and all of the many family members. -Dennis Barnes

Dennis C Barnes - March 11 at 10:18 AM

“

Prayers for strength and support to Cynthia and Steven and families. Your mother
was a wonderful person and all who knew her were better for it! She was always a
delight to be around and was always so kind to all.

Bunny Hearn - March 11 at 08:46 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Timothy Gorden - March 10 at 10:34 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Mary Helen's passing. We worked together for several years at
DuPont. She was great lady to work with, always upbeat and ready to do what
needed to be done. My thoughts and prayers are with the family during this sad time.
Brenda Kennell, Waynesboro.

Brenda Kennell - March 10 at 09:49 PM

“

Steve and Cynthia - I am very sorry to hear about your loss. I have so many good
memories of your mom. I know heaven is celebrating the arrival of an angel. I hope
you and your families will take comfort in these condolences from those who have
been touched by her love and kindness. Mark Chittum

Mark Chittum - March 10 at 06:00 PM

“

Steven and Linda, I am sorry to hear about your mother. Prayers of comfort from
both of us. Phil and Susan Sandridge, Waynesboro

Susan H Sandridge - March 10 at 08:53 AM

“

I proud to say, I have that peanut brittle recipe and have made it - with raw peanuts
of course! She was certainly one of a kind and I thoroughly enjoyed our times
together. Prayers for the family.

Debbie Dameron - March 09 at 07:21 PM

