Nancy V. Summers
March 6, 1934 - March 5, 2020

Nancy Elizabeth (Via) Summers, 85, of Wilmington, North Carolina, and formerly of
Staunton, Virginia, died Thursday, March 5, 2020, at Lower Cape Fear Hospice and
LifeCare Center surrounded by her family. She was the widow of Francis Lee “Frank”
Summers, Jr.
She was born March 6, 1934, in Delaware, Ohio, daughter of the late Fred and Lucille
(Smith) Via.
Nancy graduated with an Education degree from the University of Miami, Coral Gables,
Florida, in 1956. While there, she was a member of Delta Gamma sorority and was the
Sweetheart of Sigma Chi fraternity. She taught school for nearly 25 years, most notably as
the founder and director of Covenant Presbyterian Church Early Childhood Developmental
School in Staunton.
Nancy loved her God, her country and her family. She was active in three Staunton
churches across more than 50 years focusing on children’s music and Christian
education. She was an outspoken believer in Christ and was always involved in a Bible
study to take her spiritual life deeper.
Nancy lived an adventurous and spontaneous life, keeping her family very active and
teaching them how to live life to its fullest. In mid-life, she and her husband Frank lived
part-time at Round Hill Farm near Goshen, Virginia, where Nancy enjoyed gardening and
roaming the fields on her four-wheeler. She hosted her grandchildren every summer at the
farm teaching them how to love and respect God’s creation. Many other friends and family
members also enjoyed Nancy’s hospitality at the farm.
Family members include two sons, Lee Summers and wife Janie (Brown) Summers of
Virginia Beach, Virginia, and Tim Summers and wife Jennifer (Harris) Summers of Hickory,
North Carolina; a daughter, Susan (Summers) Andrews and husband Tony Andrews of
Surf City, North Carolina; and five grandchildren: Will Summers, Tyler Summers, Chip

Summers and wife Kathleen (McSwain) Summers, Kate Summers, and Lucy Andrews.
In addition to her husband, she was preceded in death by her brother, William Frederick
Via, Jr.
A Celebration of Life service will be conducted at 4 p.m. on Saturday, March 14, 2020, at
Memorial Baptist Church, Staunton, Virginia, by Pastor Bill Smith. Burial in Thornrose
Cemetery will be private.
The family will receive friends at the church following the service.
Memorial gifts can be made to Covenant Presbyterian Church Child Development Center,
Nancy Summers Scholarship Fund, 2001 N. Coalter St, Staunton, VA 24401; Lower Cape
Fear LifeCare, 1414 Physicians Drive, Wilmington, NC 28401; Equipping the Saints, 1254
Keezletown Road, Weyers Cave, VA 24486.
Henry Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
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Comments

“

She was a light in so many ways to so many children. My kindergarten teacher,
encourager, kindness in learning. Incredibly lucky to have known her.
Care and comfort to all that knew and lived her.

Rebecca Allison - March 11, 2020 at 11:46 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear about Nancy's death. She was always so supportive of Frank's
work on the original Local Board of Blue Ridge Community College. Together, their
influence helped thousands of Shenandoah Valley students create a better life for
themselves through the programs and services offered at BRCC. I am so grateful to
have known them both!
Dr. John A. Downey, President
Blue Ridge Community College (Virginia)

John Downey - March 11, 2020 at 07:34 AM

“

Mrs. Summers was one of my mommas. I loved her so much! I have life long
memories of her. I have many memories of being at the Summers home and Not
wanting to hold Lucifer but my dad had him wrapped around his neck, when Lee or
Tim caught Susan and I’s heads in a fishing net and the night Mrs. Summers made
hamburgers for dinner but had stuffed them with blue cheese, ( I’ve never touched
blue cheese since). Susan, my dear friend, I wish I could hug you. Same for you Tim
and Lee. I loved your parents, I love our memories and I sure loved your momma.

preston Harner - March 10, 2020 at 10:43 PM

“

Nancy and I were midwesterners who married Staunton boys in June of 1958. We became
best friends right away and when my baby was born I chose her to be her godmother. We
had many very happy memories through the years! Thankfully, she told me that she was
ready to go and that she was looking forward to her next adventure!
Judy Armstrong - March 12, 2020 at 06:29 AM

“

Nancy was an incredible woman who loved life! Her love for Jesus was so evident by
the way she lived! She was always ready for an adventure and she loved to laugh!
I'm so thankful that God brought her into my life!

Peggy Anna - March 10, 2020 at 09:25 PM

“

Peggy Anna lit a candle in memory of Nancy V. Summers

Peggy Anna - March 10, 2020 at 09:14 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Nancy V. Summers.

March 10, 2020 at 06:55 PM

“

My friend, family.

Debbie Ingram - March 10, 2020 at 12:27 PM

“

Debbie Ingram lit a candle in memory of Nancy V. Summers

Debbie Ingram - March 10, 2020 at 12:26 PM

