Olivia "Libby" Gae Armentrout Welsh
December 29, 1939 - May 10, 2019

STAUNTON, VA..

Long involved in Virginia civic affairs, Olivia “Libby” Welsh died

peacefully at U.V.A. Hospital in Charlottesville, VA in the early morning hours of May 10,
2019. Libby, age 79, succumbed to complications related to congestive heart failure. She
was born December 29, 1939, in Keezletown, VA, and was the fourth of five children of
the late Lester Leon and Elton Mae (Cave) Armentrout. She attended school in
Rockingham County and learned bookkeeping at Temple Business School. For more than
forty years, Libby has owned and successfully operated “Livia Properties,” a warehouse
and leasing facility in Staunton, VA. Beginning in the 1960s, she became involved in local
and state civic affairs. Over the ensuing years, she worked as a volunteer assisting
numerous state and local Republican candidates. She served twenty-nine years on the
Staunton Board of Zoning Appeals, nearly all of those years as its chairman. She served
two partial terms as the Staunton District member of the Commonwealth Transportation
Board and she served two full terms on the state’s Judicial Inquiry and Review
Commission, as well as a member of several other boards and commissions. For her work
on behalf of the people of Virginia, the Patrick Henry Award was conferred upon her for
her “steadfast devotion to the just and sound governance of the Commonwealth.” She is
survived by retired U.S. Magistrate Judge James Greer Welsh, her devoted husband of 55
years, by her much loved son, James Greer Welsh, Jr., and his wife, Elizabeth “Beth”
(McConnell) Welsh, and by four adoring grandchildren, James Greer III, Margaret Olivia,
Kathryn Chandler, and Sarah Walker, all of Winston Salem, NC. She is also survived by
her sister, Lesta Mae Armentrout of Keezletown. In addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her sister, Fawn Kae Clark, and brothers, Edsell Leon and Jesse
Dillon Armentrout. A memorial service will be held at 2 p.m. Friday, May 17, 2019, at
Augusta Stone Presbyterian Church, US Highway 11, Ft. Defiance, VA 24437. Burial will
be private following the service. The family will receive friends from 6 until 8 p.m.
Thursday, May 16, 2018, at her residence in Staunton, VA. Henry Funeral Home is
handling the arrangements. Condolences may be sent to the family at
uneralhome.net.

http://www.henryf

Comments

“

I am so sorry for your loss. May God strengthen your family at this time. Ps. 119:28.

May 19, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jim, Jimmy and the family. We were so sad to
hear of Libby's passing and look back very fondly on our time as neighbors! --- Clare
and David Wiggins

LTC David Wiggins - May 16, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Libby was such a force of nature - who will be missed so very much. My sincere
condolences to Judge Welsh, Jim Jr. and family. You all are in my thoughts and
prayers. Rest easy, OAW.

Cheryl Carroll - May 16, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers for your family at this time. With deepest sympathy, Derril and
Bobby Wikel

May 15, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

May God bless you and your family in this time of sorrow.

David James - May 15, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

My thoughts are with you.David McCaskey

Contact Me
May 14, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Libby's passing. She was a dynamic woman always ready to
jump into a GOP campaign and help with whatever was needed. I worked with her on
several of them , including George Allen's, and she was always ready to contribute
fresh ideas as well as money to the cause. I will always remember her forthright talk
and her great laugh when something struck her as funny. She was definitely that one
in a million person you never forget and I was blessed to know her.

Trixie Averill - May 14, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest condolences go oo out to the Welsh family Aunt Libby was a great fun
loving person and was always so nice to me as a small kid growing up. Rip aunt
Libby. Love little Jonny, aka Chuck Welsh.

charles welsh - May 13, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I send my Deepest condolences to longtime friend Judge Welsh and the extended
Welsh family on this Mother's Day of remembrances of the vivacious Libby Welsh.
Libby was a consistently strong, smart and persuasive leader for my campaigns and
many others for decades. Libby was a beloved, loyal friend who blessed the lives of
thousands. I will be forever grateful for all her support and encouragement. With
gratitude for Libby Welsh and sympathy for her dear family in this time of loss of a
vibrant loved one, I remainSincerely, George Allen

George Allen - May 12, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Prayers for the family being lifted.

Bob and Carol Brydge - May 11, 2019 at 12:00 AM

