SARAH ALICE DRAPER
November 26, 1940 - March 21, 2020

Sarah Alice Draper, 79, of Staunton, passed away peacefully at Blue Ridge Christian
Home in Raphine on Saturday, March 21, 2020.
Ms. Draper was born on November 26, 1940, the daughter of the late Dennis Brooks and
Alice Betty (Culbertson) Draper. She grew up in Staunton and spent decades involved in
community work, leading a local Girl Scout Troop and serving as a long-time volunteer at
Kings Daughters Hospital.
Sarah, known to friends and family as “Sally,” was an active member of Central United
Methodist Church, along with her grandmother and aunt. For a number of years, three
generations of Draper women were all involved in the music program at Central. Sarah
sang in the choir there, as well as in the Staunton Choral Society, experiences she
cherished.
For the last seven years, Sarah was a member of the tight-knit community of residents at
Blue Ridge Christian Home. She was known there for her wit, her compassion for anyone
who was sick, and her enduringly strong singing voice. She loved her friends there. She
also enjoyed visits from many kind friends in Staunton and Greenville, especially Jason
Welch.
She is survived by a niece, Audrey Gray, and two great nephews, Emmanuel and Elijah
Foltz. In her last days, Sarah and Audrey listened to Bach’s Cantata No. 140: Sleepers
Awake together and Sarah, even quite ill, raised her arms to conduct the last few
measures.
That same Cantata will be played at a private graveside and burial service officiated by
Rev. Won Un in Thornrose Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Valley Mission, 1513 West Beverley
Street, Staunton, VA 24401 or on the Valley Mission website www.valleymission.net.

Relatives and friends may share condolences and memories with the family by visiting ww
w.henryfuneralhome.net.

Cemetery
Thornrose Cemetery
West Beverley Street
Staunton, VA,

Comments

“

Can this be the same Sally who lived on Woodland drive for years? I have not seen
her since 1998 when I was last in Staunton, but was planning a visit this spring when
I saw this obituary! Her life really changed in these years. So sorry to learn of her
death, but it sounds like she had happy last years,
Ellen Campbell
Phoenix, AZ.

ellen F campbell - March 31, 2021 at 08:14 PM

“

I am so sorry to learn of Sally's passing. Sally and I traveled to Europe in 1970 on a 3
week trip. I did not know that she was at Blue Ridge Christian Home in Raphine. My
sincere sympathy to Audrey. The Draper's, a great family, are truly missed in our
community.
Sandra Gum Baker

Sandra Gum Baker - March 25, 2020 at 03:24 PM

“

Thank you so much, Sandra. I loved hearing Sally's travel stories, so glad you shared that
memory.
Audrey Gray - March 27, 2020 at 01:53 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. Sally and my mother were friends when Sally sang with the
Staunton Choral Society and my brother and I spent some time going places with
them. I treasure those memories fondly.
Susanna Larner

Susanna Larner - March 25, 2020 at 10:56 AM

“

Hi, Susanna! Thank you. Love to your whole family from ours. I have such good memories
of those concerts and your mom.
Audrey Gray - March 27, 2020 at 01:55 PM

