Sharon Lyn O'Hare
September 21, 1962 - December 17, 2021

Sharon Lyn O’Hare passed away at the University of Virginia Hospital on December 17,
2021, as a result of a fall in her home.
She was born in Staunton, VA on September 21, 1962, the daughter of Dr. Nancy K. and
the late James T. O’Hare. She is survived by her mother; her brother, Michael S. O’Hare,
and his wife Ellen of Upper Bucks County, PA; and her partner of many years, Everett
Stratton.
Sharon was a 1982 magna cum laude graduate of James Madison University, completing
her degree in three years, with majors in economics and psychology. She then pursued a
Ph.D. in economics from Boston College.
She returned to her beloved valley to teach at James Madison University for five years.
She then became the Director of Economics and Director of Management Services for the
city of Richmond, positions which she held for fifteen years. Her last place of employment
was the City of Charlottesville, VA, where she served as an economist in the budget office.
Sharon loved the outdoors and animals. While in Richmond, her favorite pastime was
kayaking, where she became the only certified instructor in advanced kayaking. Back in
the valley, she and her partner, Everett, spent many days hiking and enjoying their camp,
Four Pines, in Highland County where they were greeted by an abundance of deer, turkey,
and rabbits at each arrival.
A memorial service will be held on Wednesday, December 22, 2021, at 2:00 P.M. in the
Henry Funeral Home Chapel at 1030 W. Beverley St., Staunton, VA.
The family will receive friends following the service.
The family requests that masks be worn.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Staunton SPCA.
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BF

SHARON WAS A BEAUTIFUL LADY , MY MEMORY OF HER WAS WHEN SHE
WORKED FOR ME AT ROSA S CANTINA, SHE WILL SURELY BE MISS BY
HER FAMILY & FRIENDS. BILL FARRAR
BILL FARRAR - December 22, 2021 at 11:38 AM

DW

My dear, dear Nancy, Everett, Mike and Ellen:
My heart is absolutely broken. Nancy: years ago on Memorial Day weekend I was
picking up flower arrangements at Sentara RMH gift & floral. YOU CAME
UPSTAIRS, DEAR NANCY. Had been taken to the E.R. by SQUAD. Your plan
was to call a taxi to drive you home. I told you it would be my honor to drive you
home. And you, as always, so gracious accepted the offer.
When we arrived home, the table was SET. Sharon was coming for lunch.
YOUR STERLING SILVER WAS POLISHED.
YOUR BEAUTIFUL CHINA ON THE TABLE.
AN ABSOLUTELY TREASURED MEMORY FOR ME.
I am so sorry I cannot attend the Service. Will be in touch soon.
May the Lord Hold You all in the Palm of His hand during this time of great loss.
Sincere sympathy, Prayers & Love,
Denise
Denise Whitman - December 22, 2021 at 07:39 AM

BS

I was always inspired by Nancy's stories of Sharon's many successes. I also
enjoyed the remarkable likenesses, physical-personal-professional, between
mother and daughter.
My heart is heavy for you all, Nancy, Everett, Mike and Ellen.
Brenda Seal
Brenda Seal - December 21, 2021 at 09:58 AM

KB

Nancy, I remember Sharon as a child and then as a young
adult. She was a good person. But you are the one on pain
now and I hope comfort of some kind for you in the
memories. It will take a long time. Know that many people
care for you.
Anne S. Gabbard-Alley
Kyle Anne Burton - December 21, 2021 at 08:17 AM

Sharon was a good friend and neighbor. I enjoyed our talks when she was sitting
on her deck and I was standing on my back driveway. I will miss her. Praying for
Everett, Mrs. O'Hare, and the family.
Donna Mattejat - December 21, 2021 at 07:24 AM

KS

Dear Nancy,
Please accept my deepest sympathy for the loss of your daughter. You and
Everett are in my prayers.
Karen Santos
Karen Santos - December 20, 2021 at 03:30 PM

BW

I just can't believe this. My heart is broken. We were very close for many years
working together. She was a brilliant and a joy working with her. Nancy you have
all my prayers during this time of grief. Love to you and family. Bernard
Bernard Wray - December 20, 2021 at 02:42 PM

RF

Dear Nancy, Jane and I are so sorry to learn of Sharon’s passing. We are keeping
you and Everett in our thoughts and prayers.
Rex & Jane
Rex Fuller - December 20, 2021 at 02:03 PM

JM

I am sad to hear about Sharon, I worked with Sharon at City of Charlottesville. I
enjoyed working with her and was sad to see her go. She talked about the out
doors and her home in Hyland County all the time she loved it there. I am sorry I
cant attend her service but please know her and her family are in my prayers.
Rest easy Sharon god bless you.
Love,
Jessica Marshall
Jessica Marshall - December 20, 2021 at 12:02 PM

AK

Dear Nancy and others of Sharon's family, I send my sincerest condolences on
your loss (indeed, our collective loss). I was Sharon's advisor and mentor at JMU
and during my 35 years there I had no more talented students with whom I
worked than she was. I am deeply saddened and regret being unable to attend
the memorial service because I will be out of the country.
Andy Kohen
Andrew Kohen - December 20, 2021 at 10:26 AM

MA

Nancy, we were so very sorry to hear of Sharon’s passing. Our sincerest and
heartfelt sympathy to you and the family at this difficult time. Sending comforting
thoughts your way.
Mike and Violet Allain
Mike and Violet Allain - December 20, 2021 at 10:17 AM

KR

Nancy, I have such fond memories of you from way back. My heart goes out to
you and the rest of your family.
Kym Brannock Ramsey
Kym Brannock Ramsey - December 20, 2021 at 09:26 AM

IC

Nancy, my heart goes out to you. There is nothing worse than losing a child.
Sharon was a beautiful, talented young woman. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you. May God comfort you and give you .peace.
Iris & Mitch Carr
iris carr - December 20, 2021 at 08:42 AM

JG

Dear Nancy, so sorry to hear about your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with
you and Michael.
Janet Pyles Georganzis
Janet Georganzis - December 20, 2021 at 07:21 AM

TA

Admired and cared deeply for Sharon, an outstanding student in our first JMU
Semester in London session. What a wonderful person! Our hearts are with her
family.
Tom and Kay Arthur
Thomas and Kathleen Arthur - December 19, 2021 at 09:48 PM

Nancy and family,
I am so sorry to hear of your loss. My prayers are with you during this difficult
time.
Linda Kite Cole
Linda Cole - December 19, 2021 at 06:55 PM

BS

Nancy,
My most heartfelt sympathy to you, Mike and family. My
thoughts and prayers are with you, and will remain with you
in the weeks and months ahead.
Becky Shaver

Becky Shaver - December 19, 2021 at 05:00 PM

