THOMAS FRANK GASKINS
January 21, 1951 - July 10, 2019

Thomas (Tom) Frank Gaskins was carried away to his heavenly home at the age of 68
years when he died suddenly and unexpectedly at his home in McKinley, Virginia. Born in
Portsmouth, VA on January 21, 1951, Tom was the son of the late George Nathaniel
Gaskins and Miriam (Yost) Gaskins Warren. Tom is survived by his faithful and loving wife
of 46 years, Lynn McCart Gaskins. In addition to his wife, Tom is survived by his children,
Robert Emory (Marianne) Gaskins of Florence, SC, and Erin Elizabeth Gaskins of
Waynesboro, VA; and grandchildren, who he simply adored, Lauren Elizabeth Gaskins,
William (Will) Emory Gaskins, and Noah Nathaniel Gaskins.

Tom is also survived by

three brothers and a sister, Larry Douglas (Mary Ann) Gaskins of Williamsburg, VA, James
Yost Gaskins of Jacksonville, FL, Richard Nathaniel (Sara) Gaskins of Charleston, WV,
and Patti Gaskins (Randolph) Gregg of Roanoke, VA, and many other relatives. Tom was
an active member at McKinley United Methodist Church, where he served as a trustee.
He was a proud veteran of the US Navy. Tom had a wonderful professional career which
took him through the pulp & paper and power industries along the US East Coast. He
valued education and held Bachelor of Science degrees in Mechanical Engineering and
History from Old Dominion University and a Master’s degree in Business Administration
from George Washington University. He was a Professional Engineer licensed in the
states of SC, NC, VA, and TN. He absolutely loved working with the tremendous team at
Domtar Paper in Bennettsville, SC where he was a familiar face on outages well into his
retirement years. Tom loved his hobbies as well. Whether it was deep sea fishing, working
on his Model A Fords, woodworking or simply gardening, he approached each of these
with the greatest of detail and the love of learning. Tom was also a licensed Ham Radio
Operator, collected antique clocks, loved the mountains and also had completed his solo
flight in pursuit of a pilot’s license. Tom’s love of work and his love of hobbies paled in
comparison to his love for his family. He and his wife, Lynn, were inseparable and they
were as happy together traveling the states as they were sitting on the front porch
watching the rain fall across the Virginia mountains. He loved his family and he loved his
grandchildren. His youngest grandson, Noah, lived the closest and the bond that was
growing between Noah and his “papa” had been special to watch. A father, a husband, a
grandpa, a brother, and as a friend, he will he missed dearly by so many, but more than

ever by his family. But the parting will be short and the joy that was once shared here on
earth will be shared once again. We rest in that joy today because Tom was a child of God
and through his faith in Christ, he rests today in the arms of Jesus. The family will receive
friends on Friday, July 19, 2019 from 5:30pm to 7:30pm at Henry Funeral Home located at
1030 West Beverley Street Staunton, VA 24402. A funeral service will begin at 11:00am
on Saturday, July 20, 2019 at Henry Funeral Home, with a graveside service to
immediately follow at Thornrose Cemetery. Henry Funeral Home is handling the
arrangements. The family has asked that memorials be made to McKinley United
Methodist Church, c/o 1009 McKinley Road, Middlebrook, VA 24459. Condolences may
be sent to the family at www.henryfuneralhome.net.

Comments

“

Sorry to hear about Tom he was a great friend and person

July 24, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I enjoyed working with Tom. He had a quick laugh and was always kind. I remember
him fondly,

Joyce Freeman - July 23, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Toms passing. Remember him and Lynn as wonderful neighbors
to my mother when they lived in Society Hill. Keeping his family in my thoughts and
prayers.

Sarah Morris Kuhn - July 22, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Lynne, please know that you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers. Please
share my thoughts to Erin and your son. Tom was an outstanding man even as I
knew him only briefly. Love to youll! Nancy Baker from Society Hill SC

Nancy Baker - July 22, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry Lynn for the loss of your husband Tom. You an your family are in my prayers

Laura Kirby - July 22, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Lynn, Robert and Erin, our family is praying for comfort for you. He will be missed by
friends from many places as he touched numerous people.

Elaine Richardson - July 21, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Lynn, Robert and Erin,Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Tom was a very
special person and will certainly be missed by many. I will especially miss our many
thought provoking conversations on many topics. Tom taught me a lot and I will
always be grateful.

Marty and Sandra Barfield - July 20, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

You are all in our thoughts and prayers. May God's peace find you in this difficult
time.

Tripp Livingston - July 19, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Lynn, Robert, and Erin. I have known the Gaskins family since Union Camp in
Franklin, Virgina since the early eighties. Robert and Erin I remember you as toddlers
while Tom built that garage. He was an amazing friend both in Franklin and Marlboro
where he was a great help in getting me hired. I recall all his hobbies that were listed
as well as taking that old Airstream off your hands. I already miss the big guy. I offer
my heartfelt sympathy and prayers.

Tom Sneeringer - July 18, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

~

Tom Sneeringer,

Florence, South Carolina
Tom Sneeringer - July 18, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Robert , Lynn, Erin I am sorry about your Dads passing. Your father did so much for
me during our time together at Domtar. He was instrumental in me getting the
position I now have which helped to provide a living for a my family and I, I am
forever grateful. I also enjoyed the time we were able to spend together afield
chasing deer or catching a mess of bream or shad fishing in the Big Pee Dee River.
Tom openly shared his faith with me after he returned to our mill on projects so it is
comforting to know where he is now. My prayers are with yall during this difficult time.

July 18, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

May God bless you and your family in this time of sorrow. We were saddened to hear
of Tom's passing.

Blaine and Glenna Lawhorn - July 17, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Tom. I know your hearts are breaking! I was a classmate
of his in high school but missed seeing him at the reunion. The one part of his life
that you can hang on to is that you WILL see him again in the next life that will be our
eternal home. To God be the Glory!! I will be praying for you all as you say your
temporary goodbyes....RIP

Mary Carter - July 17, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Charles and I will always remember our good Christian friend Tom, his caring,
hospitable ways when his family lived near us in Society Hill, South Carolina. Our
sincere and heartfelt prayers and love are with Tom's wife and our dear friend Lynn,
their sweet children Robert and Erin and their grandchildren. Tom has been missed
in Society Hill since his move to Virginia, for he brought life and energy, hard work
and motivation. Tom's garden could make any vegetable grow 3 times the size of
other gardeners and it was evident Tom's garden was also a garden of prayer. Tom is
in the arms of His loving Heavenly Father and they are planting Tom's prayer garden
together for eternity. With friendship prayers through God's faithful love, Charles and
Miriam Dixon

Miriam and Charles Dixon - July 17, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Gaskins family during this difficult time. May
your faith be a source of strength and support. With much love Walter and Sue Cross

Walter Cross - July 16, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Robert,I am sorry to hear about your father's passing, out thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family.Bob and Elizabeth Sager

Bob SAGER - July 16, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Tom was a great friend. Praise God for sharing him with us for so long. We shared
some really great times at ODU Engineering School back in 1978.

John Wayne Abernathy - July 15, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. He will be missed by his Marlboro Domtar family also. Tom
came by just a few weeks ago and we had a nice visit catching up on what he had
been doing and I enjoyed hearing him talking about his family. He was always smiling
when he talked about you. My love and prayers go out to you. Domtar Marlboro
MillBennettsville, SC

Dot Tully - July 15, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I am sad to hear this news .. I have great memories of Tom .. so sorry Tim
Cunningham

Contact Me
July 15, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about the passing of Tom. I worked with him at Domtar Paper.
Tom was a great guy and a 'class act'. My thoughts and prayers are with all of the
family; may you feel God's closeness and love during this time.

Donald Clark - July 15, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear about Tom's passing. I worked with him at Domtar, and will
remember him for how nice he always was to me. Please know that the entire family
will be in my thoughts and prayers.

Pamela Grant - July 15, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Lynn and Family, I am so very sorry for your loss. Tom and I served together at Naval
Air Reserve Unit Norfolk nearly fifty years ago. He was a good friend, an outstanding
Sailor, and a gifted mentor to all. He was very bright at such a young age, yet
humble, attentive, and quite eager to learn, while always readily sharing his vast
knowledge of our flight simulator and instrument flying skills unselfishly. I often
thought about Tom over the ensuing years, wondered what he did for a career, and
always knew that he would go far in this life. Thank you for your service to our great
nation, Tom. We were better for your having been here with us on this earth for your
sixty-eight years, and all who crossed paths with you can consider themselves most
fortunate. Rest in peace, Tom.

Bill Church - July 15, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Lynn, We were so sorry to hear about Tom. Your entire family will be in our
prayers at this time. We so remember your visit to Grace Chapel in Kingwood. A
special time of fellowship! May you find your peace in the reigning Lord Jesus Christ.

Mike and Barbie Argabrite - July 14, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

All the Gaskins boys were my high school friends. I am so sorry about Tom's
passing. With my kindest regards, Fred Banister CHS '67

Fred Banister - July 14, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I was broken hearted to hear of Tom's passing. I remember Tom as being such a nice
guy, I was a classmate and was also there at the reunion. Lynn, I lost my husband
two years ago and it also was unexpected. We had 46 years together. I will pray for
you and your family. Donna Holthoff Lowery

Donna lowery - July 14, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Im very sorry for your loss. Im so glad Tom had a chance to attend our high school
reunion and I had a chance to see him there. He will be missed by so many.

Debbie (Westfall) Waechter - July 14, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Our McKinley community will miss Tom very much. Lynn our prayers are for the lose
of your partner in life.

Linda Layser - July 13, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Robert,I am very sorry for your loss. Your dad was a wonderful man. My thoughts
and prayers are with you and your family. Stephanie Baucom

Stephanie Baucom - July 11, 2019 at 12:00 AM

